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REQUEST FOR (CONTESTED CASE) HEARING

HMs. Mamie Black :

Acting chief Clerk -~ MC105 By Fax and Mail
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commisgion

P.O, Hox 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Subject:  Application of _URI, INC., Permit No. URO0305-001 - Vasquez Mine.
Daar Ma. Black:

On behalf of charlotte Gonzalez, I request a contested case hearing on
the above referenced application. My client understands that the hearing that
is being raquested is more than a public meeting for submission of comments.

¥Ms. Gonzalez i an affected person. The pPropogsed mining activities of
4 URI will adversely affect her health. Ms. Gonzalez lives near the mine in
{ Habbronville (at 1407 W. Santa Clara).

The water supply for the City of Hebbronville is conptaminsated,
apparently because of past uranium mining in the area. The propased mining of
URI will exacerbate the problems of contamination.

Horeover, the blowing dusts from the mine activity will adversely affect
her. The release of radiation, especially combined with the past releaaseg from
other uranium mines, will add gignificantly te har total expoaure. She has
lived in the area during.all past mining activitias.

This request foxr hearing is reasonable. The requesat for hearing is pot
based solely on something other than concerns within the jurigdiction of
INRCC. The mine application is incomplete and inaccurate. Tt does not
properly describe the ground water conditions around the mine site.

L)

Moreaver, the request is reasonable given URI’'e bad compliance history.
The risks of contamination are increased because of the practices of URI. 1In
addition, the compliance history of URI prepared by the staff of TNRCC is
misleading. It is incomplete and inadequate. For example, recent (and
potentially willful) failure by URI to report violations in aagociation with
release of contaminated waters for its injection wells at the nearby Benavides
mine are not included. URI‘s failure to claan up the contamination from its
discharges of contaminated watsrs from that mine into a creek are also
apparently violations that are not included in the compliance history.

This requesat is not an effort to delay the Processing of the
application; it is made to provide TNRCC with factg and analysia needed by the
agency to properly avaluate the application. For aexample, data that has been
obtained in the evaluation of the contamination of the water waells(s) of the
City of Hebbronville provides significant information on the potential
contamination that could result from the mining of URI.
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